
 

 
MasterClass Announces Pulitzer Prize-Winning Historian and Best-

Selling Author Doris Kearns Goodwin to Teach U.S. Presidential 
History and Leadership 

 
Illustrates what it takes to be better citizens and leaders through the lens of history 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 19, 2019 — MasterClass, the platform that makes it possible for anyone 
to learn from the best, today announced that presidential historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author, Doris Kearns Goodwin, will teach U.S. presidential history and leadership. In her 
MasterClass, Goodwin will provide rich stories about some of our most significant presidents and 
discuss the essential leadership qualities they shared, including ambition for the greater good. 
She’ll also discuss how we can all be leaders in our communities through engaged citizenship. 
Now available exclusively at MasterClass.com, students can subscribe for unlimited access to all 
new and existing classes of 65+ instructors through the All-Access Pass. MasterClass categories 
include leadership, cooking, photography, writing, performance, and much more. 

“Having written several biographies and won a Pulitzer Prize for History, Doris is no doubt one of 
the most knowledgeable U.S. presidential historians," said David Rogier, co-founder and CEO of 
MasterClass. "In a time where people want to get involved, Doris' MasterClass teaches us how 
to become great leaders, approach decision making, manage through crisis and be better 
citizens." 
 
Goodwin is a presidential historian, public speaker and Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times 
best-selling author, who has spent five decades studying American presidents. Beginning her 
career as a 24-year-old White House Fellow during the President Lyndon B. Johnson 
administration, Goodwin later assisted Johnson in the writing of his memoirs while teaching 
government at Harvard University. Her first book “Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream” 
became a national best-seller and was followed by six additional, critically acclaimed and award-
winning books focused on Presidents Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard 
Taft, Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Baines Johnson. Goodwin previously 
worked with Steven Spielberg on “Lincoln,” based in part on her book “Team of Rivals: The 
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln,” a biography President Barack Obama has cited as one of 
his favorite books and was said to have used it as a model for constructing his own cabinet. 
Among her many honors and accolades, Goodwin has been awarded the Pulitzer Prize, the 
Carnegie Medal, the Lincoln Prize, Charles Frankel Prize, given by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the Sarah Josepha Hale Medal, the New England Book Award, as well as the 
Carl Sandburg Literary Award. 
 
"I’ve always said, ‘by studying history, you’re studying human nature,’” said Goodwin. “I hope that 
students will walk away from my MasterClass with a deeper understanding of how they can be 



better leaders and citizens, with their heads full of stories and examples from some of country’s 
most revered presidents.”  
 
Using illustrations from the early lives of Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin 
Roosevelt and Lyndon Johnson, Goodwin takes us on their journeys as they make mistakes and 
suffer reversals, sharing practical wisdom, advice and tips about the important qualities necessary 
for the growth of leadership — such as empathy, resilience, emotional intelligence, self-
awareness, self-reflection and strong communication and storytelling skills. She will examine the 
tremendous trials these presidents overcame, including depression and polio, and how Theodore 
Roosevelt replenished his energies each day. Goodwin will also break down how to make better 
decisions, big or small, how to understand and manage a crisis, the components of a great speech 
and how to tailor a message, using examples from Franklin Roosevelt’s fireside chats and 
President Donald Trump’s use of Twitter. Goodwin will wrap the class by helping students 
understand the importance of citizen action, getting involved in the political process, and what 
should and should not matter when it comes to voting and selecting a candidate for public office. 
 
Goodwin’s MasterClass joins the 65+ classes taught by world-renowned instructors on cooking, 
photography, writing, performance, and much more. Each MasterClass has digestible video 
lessons sized to fit into any part of your day and cinematic visuals with close-up, hands-on 
demonstrations that make you feel one-on-one with the instructor. The All-Access Pass gives you 
access to every MasterClass and new ones as they launch. Learn on the go with mobile apps or 
in the comfort of your home theater with Apple TV. Subscribe to greatness at MasterClass.com. 
 

# # # 
  
Embed & view the trailer for Doris Kearns Goodwin’s MasterClass below: 
https://youtu.be/mgNYA_JghoM 
  
Download stills here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2o7e3cur5q4u5oq/AACsGdWaOX2AgFtUcUz8bv4Ra?dl=0  
Credit: Courtesy of MasterClass 
 
ABOUT MASTERCLASS 
Founded in 2015, MasterClass makes it possible for anyone to learn from the best. With 
MasterClass, step into Anna Wintour’s office, Timbaland’s recording studio, and Neil Gaiman’s 
writing retreat. Improve your serve with Serena Williams, perfect your pitch with Shonda 
Rhimes, and leave the atmosphere with Chris Hadfield. Hundreds of video lessons from 65+ of 
today’s most brilliant minds are available anytime, anywhere on iOS, Android, desktop, and 
Apple TV with the All-Access Pass ($180/year); single classes are $90. Subscribe to greatness 
with MasterClass.  
 
MasterClass's current roster of courses includes: 
  
Business: Howard Schultz (business leadership), Anna Wintour (creativity and leadership), 
Sara Blakely (self-made entrepreneurship), Bob Iger (strategy and leadership) 
  
Culinary Arts: Gordon Ramsay (cooking), Alice Waters (home cooking), Thomas Keller 
(cooking techniques), Wolfgang Puck (cooking), Dominique Ansel (French pastry), James 
Suckling (wine appreciation), Aaron Franklin (Texas BBQ), Massimo Bottura (Italian cooking) 
  



Film and Television: Werner Herzog (filmmaking), Martin Scorsese (filmmaking), Ron Howard 
(directing), Spike Lee (filmmaking), Mira Nair (independent filmmaking), Jodie Foster 
(filmmaking), Ken Burns (documentary filmmaking), Helen Mirren (acting), Samuel L. Jackson 
(acting), Judd Apatow (comedy), Aaron Sorkin (screenwriting), Shonda Rhimes (writing for 
television), Natalie Portman (acting), David Lynch (creativity and filmmaking) 
  
Music and Entertainment: Steve Martin (comedy), Christina Aguilera (singing), Usher 
(performance), Reba McEntire (country music), Herbie Hancock (jazz), Deadmau5 (music 
production), Armin van Buuren (dance music), Hans Zimmer (film scoring), Tom Morello 
(electric guitar), Carlos Santana (art and soul of guitar), Timbaland (producing and beatmaking), 
Penn & Teller (magic), Itzhak Perlman (violin), Danny Elfman (music for film) 
  
Writing: James Patterson (writing), David Mamet (dramatic writing), Judy Blume (writing), 
Malcolm Gladwell (writing), R.L. Stine (writing for young audiences), Margaret Atwood (creative 
writing), Dan Brown (writing thrillers), Neil Gaiman (storytelling), Billy Collins (poetry), David 
Baldacci (writing thrillers), Joyce Carol Oates (short story writing) 
  
Photography: Annie Leibovitz (photography), Jimmy Chin (adventure photography) 
  
Design and Fashion: Frank Gehry (architecture), Diane von Furstenberg (how to build a 
fashion brand), Marc Jacobs (fashion design) 
  
Sports and Games: Serena Williams (tennis), Stephen Curry (shooting, ball-handling, and 
scoring), Garry Kasparov (chess), Daniel Negreanu (poker), Phil Ivey (poker strategy), Simone 
Biles (gymnastics) 
  
Politics and Society: Jane Goodall (conservation), Bob Woodward (investigative journalism), 
Karl Rove and David Axelrod (political campaign strategy), Paul Krugman (economics and 
society), Doris Kearns Goodwin (U.S. presidential history and leadership) 
  
Science and Technology: Chris Hadfield (space exploration), Will Wright (game design) 
 
For more information, please visit www.masterclass.com. 
  
Follow MasterClass: 
Twitter @masterclass 
Instagram @masterclass 
Facebook @masterclassofficial 
  
Follow Doris Kearns Goodwin: 
Twitter @DorisKGoodwin 
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Media Contacts: 
Tawnya Bear, MasterClass 
press@masterclass.com 
 
Leigh Wolfson, PMK∙BNC 
Leigh.Wolfson@pmkbnc.com  



212-373-6149 
  
 
 

 


